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St. Stephens and West

PARISH CHURCH
Broughty Ferry



Fayre
ST. STEPHENS AND WEST

CHURCH HALL
Westfield Road
10 am to 12 noon

£3.00 per adult and £1.00 per child

There will be a Cake and Candy Stall, Raffle, 
Tombola and a Meru Stall

SATURDAY 28th NOVEMBER
2026 

There will be a Cake and Candy Stall, Raffle, 
Tombola and a Meru Stall
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SUMMER GARDEN PARTY
Our sincere thanks go to Ailsa and Graeme 
Redford for organising and hosting another 
wonderful garden party at their house near 
Cortachy. The weather on the 12th.July was not as  
hot as last year but we still managed to sit outside 
and admire the view. Plus taste some wonderful 
home baking!
Again the event was well supported.
Editor - My apologies for not posting any 
photographs but I seemed to have inadvertently  
deleted them from my phone.
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Welcome
to the Winter issue of

SPIRET
h

e
St. Stephen’s & West Kirk

Magazine
Winter 2026/27

In the last magazine and previous 
magazines I have made comment 
regards the closure of churches here 
in Broughty Ferry all as part of the 
Mission Plan written some years ago 
and  recently updated.
In the spring magazine I included an 
article which highlighted the possibility of 
St.Stephens and West closing as early as 
December 2027 and use the magazine to 
record some historical  information about 

George Anderson

our church. Some of you have come forward with photographs and stories and I 
thank those who have contributed.

Editor

I have also been looking at the magazines going back 
nearly 60 years for stories and items of interest which I 
have collated and included in this magazine titled ‘ALL 
OUR YESTERDAYS’
I hope this is of interest to all members and hopefully I will 
continue with some more items under the same banner in 
the spring edition.
I am still on the lookout for photographs, stories etc. from 
members that could be included in the next edition.
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Prayer of Approach

Father attend
Son befriend
Spirit defend
 
Let it be evermore
Eternally.

A new appeal by WRBF
WRBF continues to support the work 
of TASH who work tirelessly to source 
donations from individuals groups and 
companies as they are needed on the 
ground in Ukraine.

Life is increasingly difficult and the full lorries are a 
lifeline. As we did last winter we are appealing to 
the Broughty Ferry Churches for donations of the 
most urgent items. If you are able and would like to 
help please contact:

Elizabeth Bates.  Tel.01382 772567 or
Linda Parry-Richards mob.07746571816

Facebook - TASH for Ukraine

Shampoo
Shower Gel
Deodorant 
Disp. Razors
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Baby wipes
Disp. Nappies

Baby Formula 
Baby clothes 0 - 2 yrs 
old       
Candles 8 - 10hrs.
Tea lights
Head lamps
Hot Water Bottles
Torches

Thank you.
Jill Oakley WRBF

Batteries                   
Mobile Phone Power Packs 

“Vital items needed in Ukraine for the coming winter”



Parish Register: St. Stephen’s & West

“Awhile our moral blindness may miss God’s loving kindness,
And grope in faithless strife.
But when life’s day is over,
Shall death’s fair night discover
Fields of everlasting life.”

IN MEMORIAM

April 7, 2026, Stanley Storrar, 22 Beaumont Crescent, Broughty Ferry
June 26, 2026, Moira Davidson, South Grange Care Home, Monifieth
August 18, 2026, Shelia Philp, Fairways, Castleroy Road, Broughty Ferry
September 2, 2026, Bill Martin, 37 Ballinard Road, Broughty Ferry
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Food for Thought
Surround yourself with people whose 
eyes light up when they see you.
The top of a mountain is the bottom 
of the next.
Slowly, is the fastest speed to get 
you back to where you want to be.
Let’s not be that blank page at the 
back of an old jotter
Christmas is when wrong seems 
worst and right better
KFH

Visit from Wurzburg Pops Orchestra
On the 31st.August we welcomed to our church the 
Dundee – Wurzburg Twinning Association who organised 
performances by the talented orchestra. 
The orchestra consisted of 40 ambitious amateur 
musicians with their music from films, musicals and pop 
classics. A very large enthusiastic audience welcomed 
them to our church and the concert was a great success.

The orchestra were supported by the Tayside Young Fiddlers Youth Music 
Group made up of young musicians from 12 to 18 years of age playing 
traditional Scottish Music. They are always on the lookout for new members 
and rehearse every Tuesday evening in Broughty Ferry.
A most enjoyable concert.



Looking back at the magazines of 
our church in the 1960’s was quite 
interesting.
This was when only typewriters were 
available and the long arduous job of 
typing, without any mistakes, the 
contents of the magazine. There were 
no fancy pictures at that time and it 
was purely words.

The typing was carried 
out on a special ink paper 
and then transferred to a 
roller and I do remember 
printing flyers etc.in 
the 60’s using this type 
of machine.If you were 
lucky it was driven 
electrically and if not 
you had to keep turning 
the handle for required 
number of copies. Very 
labour intensive and 
in some cases very 
messy as you had to 
have enough ink on the 
roller! Magazines were 

distributed monthly and 
an editorial committee 
managed the content 
and distribution. In 
1963 membership of 
the church was in the 
order of 1200 so a lot 
of printing, putting 
together of the magazine 
and distribution.
Intially, the magazines 
were posted out but 
with the increase cost 
for postage, in February 
1964 it was decided that 
distributors be requested 
to volunteer for taking 

the magazine out to the 
members of the church.
The magazine had 
contributions from the 
organisations of the 
church and they included:
Womans Guild,  Choir, 
Badminton Clubs (St.
Stephens Club and also 
the West Club), Carpet 
Bowling, Boys Brigade, 
Life Boys, Girl Guides, 
Brownies and the Sunday 
School. 

Organisations like the 19th.Boys Brigade company were started in or around 1963 
and met initially in the West Church hall. The two photographs show the first 
photograph of the company when it was formed in or about 1960 and the second 
photograph was taken in 1963 both photographs at the West Church hall.

ALL OUR YESTERDAY

6



With churches presently being sold it 
was interesting to note that the sale 
of the West Church and Manse was 
completed in November 1963. They 
were sold for £2500 which was quite a 
bargain as the property market at that 
time was not good.
As mentioned earlier the magazine was 
put together by the editorial committee 
and the minister was ‘invited’ by the 
editor on odd occasions to submit an 
article. The first was in December 
1963 and after that there were a few 
articles from the minister but not 
every month. The editorial committee 
appeared to be quite powerful and 
some of the articles when reading 
them would raise a few eyebrows in 
todays climate.

Occasionally there were 
quotes included with the 
magazine, placed at the 
very end on the last page.
This only happened in a 

few magazines and the quote below, 
used in a 1964 magazine, brought a 
smile to my face.
“It is unfortunate, considering that 
enthusiasm moves the world, that so 
few enthusiasts can be trusted to speak 
the truth.”
The 1960’s were a boom time for 
the church here at St.Stephens and 
West and with the union in 1963 the 
congregation numbers were very 
healthy.
Details of the numbers attending 
communion in June 1964 are shown 
in this extract from the magazine. 
Serving so many people required a 
well organised session. 

In June 1965 the General 
Assembly approved the 
ordination of women to 
Eldership and our church 
appointed their first lady 
elder in October 1966. The 
list of elders ordained or 
admitted at this service 
are listed below and Mrs. 
Lloyd Hayward was our 
first lady elder.
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Remember attending first communicants classes? You had to attend these 
classes before you could join the church and here at St. Stephens and West there 
was an excellent response from the community to join our church. I show the 
communicants list for May 1965 and there was a healthy number in the years 
before and after that date. 

Organisations in the church were very healthy and for example the Brownies had 
a waiting list even after starting up another pack. The creche was moved to the 
YMCA because all the halls were being used by the Sunday School. 
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The Sunday School was also well attended and recorded in the February 1965 
magazine the numbers attending. It was recorded that 174 boys and girls from the 
age 3 to 15 were attending with 23 teachers, 16 women and 7 men were there to 
assist. Staggering numbers.

The Sunday School 
were also involved in 
funding an orphan in 
Nigeria for a number 
of years and continued 
this for a number of 
years. Here at St. 
Stephens and West 
we have continued 
that pattern by  
supporting the work 
at Meru since 2008.

Sunday School adopted and funded Adesa Salan who was at the Qua Eboe Leprosy 
Settlement in Nigeria. He was 7 years old when they adopted him and they then 
adopted Friday James from the same settlement but he ran away. 

We have been involved with the fantastic work that has been and continues to be 
done in Meru. Just in the past 4 weeks the school has taken possession of iPads 
and a further 38 are on there way as we speak. £2450 has also been transferred 
to them which will buy 20 desk tops for their school. Photographs of the students 
with their iPads shows the excitement on their faces. From the 1960’s to the 
present day we at St.Stephens and West have reached out to other parts of the 
world to help those less fortunate than ourselves. 
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Achievements at Meru since 2008 along with other supporters 
and still ongoing:
•	 Curricular partnership on Global citizenship between Grove Academy and Meru 

school (secondary for boys)
•	 Exchange of staff and pupils between schools
•	 Dundee football strips for the boys (Sorry United supporters!!)
•	 Funded toilets, handwashing station, classrooms, locker desks and chairs, 

computing suite,  staff room desks for Limbene School – now top of the league in 
Meru district.

•	 Former pupil of Limbene, Titus, now a teacher.
•	 ‘Bricks’ sold at St.Brides for Limbene.
•	 Moira Stewart Trust linked to Grove funded 2 classrooms at BMK school Meru.
•	 St.Stephens kindergarten – for 100 pupils – two storeys built and furnished in 

partnership with Meru church and St.Stephens and West.
•	 Yellow school mini bus to pick up kids from the rural area
•	 12 orphans looked after by disabled kin supported in schooling
•	 Funds and beads to support young mothers and an anti FGM programme at Ciford
•	 Classroom floors cemented at Mwili school
•	 Classroon furniture and computers
•	 Kiaritha school – computer suite and class set of computers
•	 Funds towards construction of school hall at Kiaritha
•	 Alliance Trust leadership award 2008 for Global citizenship 

To finish up this review of 
information taken from the earlier 
magazines I show below the 
collections for June and July 1963. 
I am sure many of us remember 
days before decimilation and can 
easily figure out the conversion 
to present day money. Ask if you 
don’t know. 

Hoping to do another review in the next 
magazine of our yesterdays which will 
almost certainly include a story about the 
spire being hit be lightening. This meant 
a lot of fundraising and the photograph of 
these smiling faces at the Rock Garden, 
before the rain started, was part of the 
effort to raise funds. More about this next 
year. Hopefully.



Broughty Churches update
The reduction of churches in Broughty 
Ferry continues to be taken forward 
with the sale of St.Lukes now finalised 
and the new owners carrying out a lot 
of work to improve the building.
St.James is up for sale with a closing 
date of the 22nd.October so by the 
time this magazine is distributed a new 
owner should be known.  
Also since the last magazine was 
distributed an updated Mission Plan 
was issued in February 2026 which 
makes reference to the future of our 
own church and the integration of 
St.Stephens and West with a timescale.
Our Board and Session have discussed 
the content of this plan and also 
conversations have been held with 

some of the officebearers at Broughty 
Ferry Parish Church to get their views 
and opinions. Included in the plan 
is the requirement to dispose of the 
Church and Hall by December 2027 
and meetings are planned over the 
coming months to discuss the way 
forward.
I am ever hopeful that very soon there 
will be a discussion that recognises the 
current situation here at St. Stephens 
and West. The impact on people, 
the members of the church and also 
the community.  In the meantime, 
we continue to enjoy worship in our 
church and utilise the hall as we have 
done for many years.

GA
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Christmas gifts
for children

There will be an opportunity for 
you to provide Christmas gifts 
for children of all ages in the 
local area and this will be at our 
10 a.m. service on Sunday 13th.
December.
Please do not wrap the gifts 
as this will be done by the 
organisers. 
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Your
Verdict
Your verdict on all the ups and downs of the human predicament?
Here we must exercise great caution.

When we pass sentence or make a definitive statement on the affairs of the world and indeed 
about other people, we not only declare a judgement on human life and living but on ourselves!

When we pass sentence, we expose ourselves, our disposition, our character, whether we are 
cynical or trustful, captured by despair or prisoners of hope, part of the world’s problem or part 
of its solution.

Here are three verdicts for your consideration: you must decide which one comes closest to 
how you view the world and other people.

Life is good enough to be true.
That is, life meets and satisfies all our expectations.
It is the stance taken by a cosmic optimist.
The cosmic optimist concludes that from all the evidence, life is good: embrace it robustly.
There’s a place for everything and everything has its place. God is in his heaven and all is well 
with the world!
I have reservations.
Are we sufficiently resilient to cope with the morning after optimism?
How do we fare on discovering the harsh reality that a person may smile and smile broadly but 
remain as cunning as a fox?
In our pursuit of truth, what if truth does not liberate us?
Is life good enough to be true?

Life is too good to be true.
That is, do not be deceived: lurking beneath 
the surface is a perverse malevolence.

“As flies to wanton boys are we to the gods. 
They kill us for their sport.”

Do you ever hesitate to say, “The car is 
running well? Or I haven’t had a cold all 
winter? Or the weather seems settled, let’s 
fire up the BBQ?.”

We are almost afraid to make such rash 
statements, afraid to be happy lest someone 
or something rains on our parade, dents our 
cheerfulness, blights our high spirits.

One of my Grannies used to say: “There will 
be weeping for all our laughter.”

Life is too good to be true, don’t trust it!

That’s the verdict of the disillusioned: don’t 
expect too much and then you will never be 
disappointed.

Here is my reservation.

Supposing the surface of the world was 
planted over with concrete blocks, is it not 
possible that somewhere at some time, a 
tiny crack may emerge and through that 
crack a rose may blossom?
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Ecclesiastes 1:2-14
St. Luke’s Gospel 2:25-32

What is your ‘take’ on life?

Life is not good enough to be true.
That is, we have it within us to be far better than anything we have yet achieved.

Isn’t that why Jesus grew very angry?

The piety of the Temple wasn’t nearly good enough to be authentic.

The sheer hypocrisy of the Scribes and Pharisees was singularly unworthy of them.

Jesus, we may say, suffered from double vision: he saw people as they were and he 
saw them as they might yet be.

When Jesus wept, his tears were the tears of unwearied love, richly symbolic of a 
striving to reconcile the world into a harmonious whole. A righteous indignation, if 
you like, to make the world and the people in it, the very best they could be.

One cannot help but warm to the sentiments of a prayer from the Buddhist 
community: “Take me from the tumult of things into a place of peace and there 
show me what I am and what I might yet become.”

Life is not nearly good enough to be true!

KFH



We will remember them

The hands of time may turn, the pages of history may flip,
But the saga of their courage remains unforgotten.
In the echo of gunfire, in the whisper of winds,
Their tales of valour continue to inspire.
Do you feel it in the depth of your being?
The resonance of resilience, the echoes of endurance,
Their footprints etched on the sands of time,
Remain unforgotten, forever imprinted on our minds.
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Finances

St Stephen's and West Church
2025 Financial Activities Balance Sheet at 31 December

2025 2024 2025 2024
Income
Offerings 23,218.35£        23,510.60£        Investments 501,920.60£  432,283.00£  
Tax Recovered 7,224.18£          8,952.85£          
Legacies -£                    25,000.00£        
Use of Premises 14,778.00£        14,330.00£        Cash 16,247.38£     71,074.00£     
Organisations 3.19£                  4.05£                  
Fundraising -£                    707.60£             518,167.98£  503,357.00£  
Interest/Dividends 9,866.46£          11,288.27£        
Other -£                    -£                    

55,090.18£        83,793.37£        

Expenditure
Church of Scotland 24,205.00£        27,685.00£         
Presbytery Dues 816.00£             902.00£             
Pulpit Supply 100.00£             200.00£             
Salaries 7,499.96£          7,548.94£          
Organ  -£                    -£                    
Maintenance 13,309.05£        17,875.59£        
Other building costs 22,801.41£        20,105.12£         
Organisations 118.26£             140.48£             
Other expenses 3,591.61£          3,629.50£          
Investment Management 6,690.00£          4,909.00£          
External Examiners 816.00£             792.00£             

79,947.29£        83,787.63£        

Surplus/(Deficit) 24,857.11-£        5.74£                  

Proceeds of Share Sales -£                    135,847.00£     
Cost of Share Purchases 29,969.18-£        101,280.00-£     

Balance brought forward 71,073.74£        36,501.00£        

Balance carried forward 16,247.45£        71,073.74£         £(0)

St. Stephen’s and West Church
2025 Financial Activities
At the AGM held in May at the close of the service the 
accounts for 2025 were presented and approved.
Below is a brief analysis of the finances for 2025 showing 
income and expenditure. Our investment portfolio remained 
healthy.
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ST. STEPHENS & WEST
PARISH CHURCH
BROUGHTY FERRY

Minister:
Rev. Keith F. Hall
33, Strathern Road, West Ferry, DD5 1PP
Telephone: 01382 778808
E-mail:  internos@keith-hall.uk

Session Clerk:
Mr. Ron McPherson
49, Rossie Avenue, DD5 3NQ
Telephone: 01382 730786
E-mail: ronald.mcpherson2@btopenworld.com

Clerk to the Congregational Board
and Treasurer:
Mrs. Toni McNicoll
55, Craigie Street, Dundee DD4 5PE
E-mail: tonimcnicoll@outlook.com

Organist and Choirmaster:
Mr. Alex Perry
56, Dawson Road, DD5 1PY
Telephone: 01382 776905

Magazine Editor:
Mr. George Anderson
2, Green Lane, Monifieth  DD5 4EX
Telephone: 07734 929977
E-mail: george.anderson12@btopenworld.com

A registered Scottish Charity No. SC003714

Date (2026)		  Time	 Door Duty	 Door Duty	 Beadle
Sun 1 Nov		  10:00	 May Masson	 Margaret Knight	 Linda Parry-Richards
Sun 8 Nov	 Remembrance	 10:50	 Alan Justice	 Syd Smith	 Shirley Thomson
Sun 15 Nov		  10:00	 Shirley Grinyer	 Toni McNicoll	 Ron McPherson
Sun 22 Nov		  10:00	 Fiona Watt	 George Anderson	 Linda Parry-Richards
Sun 29 Nov		  10:00	 Margaret Knight	 Kenny Matheson	 Sandra McMillan
Sun 6 Dec		  10:00	 May Masson	 Heather Stiven	 Peter Wakefield
Sun 13 Dec	 Childrens Gifts	 10:00	 Rhona Anderson	 Simon Davidson	 Shirley Thomson
Sun 20 Dec	 Christmas Service	 10:00	 Ron McPherson	 George Anderson	 Linda Parry-Richards
Sun 27 Dec	 No Service

Date (2027)		  Time	 Door Duty	 Door Duty	 Beadle
Sun 3 Jan		  10:00	 Rhona Anderson	 May Masson	 Fiona Watt
Sun 10 Jan		  10:00	 Shirley Thomson	 Toni McNicoll	 Peter Wakefield
Sun 17 Jan		  10:00	 Syd Smith	 Kenny Matheson	 Sandra McMillan
Sun 24 Jan		  10:00	 George Anderson	 Heather Stiven	 Ron McPherson
Sun 31 Jan		  10:00	 Fiona Watt	 Margaret Knight	 Alan Justice
Sun 7 Feb		  10:00	 Rhona Anderson	 Kenny Matheson	 Shirley Thomson
Sun 14 Feb		  10:00	 May Masson	 Ron McPherson	 Syd Smith
Sun 21 Feb		  10:00	 Simon Davidson	 Sandra McMillan	 Linda Parry-Richards
Sun 28 Feb		  10:00	 Margaret Knight	 Toni McNicoll	 Fiona Watt
Sun 7 Mar		  10:00	 May Masson	 Heather Stiven	 Kenny Matheson
Sun 14 Mar		  10:00	 Rhona Anderson	 Simon Davidson	 Shirley Thomson
Sun 21 Mar		  10:00	 Shirley Grinyer	 George Anderson	 Ron McPherson
Sun 28 Mar “Easter BST begins”	 10:00	 Linda Parry-Richards	 Sandra McMillan	 Peter Wakefield
Sun 4 Apr		  10:00	 Simon Davidson	 Rhona Anderson	 Sandra McMillan
Sun 11 Apr		  10:00	 May Masson	 Peter Wakefield	 Kenny Matheson
Sun 18 Apr		  10:00	 Syd Smith	 Toni McNicoll	 Shirley Thomson
Sun 25 Apr	 Communion	 10:00	 George Anderson	 Heather Stiven	 Fiona Watt
Sun 2 May		  10:00	 Linda Parry-Richards	 Simon Davidson	 Syd Smith
Sun 9 May		  10:00	 Margaret Knight	 Shirley Thomson	 Kenny Matheson
Sun 16 May		  10:00	 George Anderson	 Shirley Grinyer	 Sandra McMillan
Sun 23 May		  10:00	 Peter Wakefield	 Simon Davidson	 Linda Parry-Richards
Sun 30 May		  10:00	 Margaret Knight	 Toni McNicoll	 Ron McPherson

Door Duty
2025/27 St Stephen’s & West Parish Church		  Elders Duty List

(One duty elder with transport should offer to distribute flowers. 
Please arrange a substitute if any date is unsuitable for you.)

A registered Scottish Charity No. SC003714



